Understanding U.S. Population Change (1910–2020)
Name: ____________________________________

Date: ____________________________________

Introduction
Between 1910 and 2020, the U.S. population increased by more than 239 million people.
During this period, the United States experienced:
· the Great Depression,
· World War II,
· major immigration changes,
· and economic booms.
Population Data
· 1910 Population: 92,228,531
· 2020 Population: 331,449,281
Part 1: Initial Predictions
1. Do you think population growth stayed the same during all of these decades? Explain.

2. Do you think the population ever decreased during any of these periods? Why?

Activity 1: Visualizing Change

Graph 1: Total Population (Analyze the Graph)
1. What overall pattern do you notice?


2. Does the population ever decrease?
3. Can you easily identify decades where growth sped up or slowed down? Explain.

Activity 2: Historical Contextualization
Look at the total population graph and consider the following historical periods:
· Great Depression
· World War II
· Baby Boom
· Immigration policy changes

1. Where do you think these events occurred on the graph?


2. Which events seem easier or harder to identify? Why?


3. What are some limitations of using the total population graph to interpret historical change?


Understanding Percent Change Example
1950 Population: 151 million
1960 Population: 179 million
Step 1: Find the Numeric Change

Step 2: Divide by the Starting Population
Step 3: Convert to a Percent


Step 4: Interpret the Result
The U.S. population ….

Graph 2: Percent Change (Analyze the Percent Change Graph)
1. What did the percent change graph help you see that the total population graph did not?


2. Which decades appear to have faster population growth?



3. Which decades appear to have slower population growth?



4. Where do you think these historical events occurred on the graph?
· Great Depression
· World War II
· Baby Boom
· Immigration policy changes





5. What evidence from the graph supports your thinking?

Lesson Synthesis
1. Why was it difficult to connect historical events using only the total population graph?




2. Why do historians need historical context in addition to data?

Closing Activity: Predicting the Future
Predict what you think the next decade of U.S. population change might look like.
In 3–5 sentences:
1. Estimate the percent change you think might occur during the next decade.

Prediction: ______________________

2. Explain why you made this prediction.
