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	Lesson Overview

	Description
	Students analyze an East India Company invoice documenting tea destroyed during the Boston Tea Party to investigate the economic impact of the event. They calculate the value of the tea destroyed, evaluate the invoice as historical evidence, and use it alongside historical context to determine how costly the Boston Tea Party was and whether different groups experienced the event as a loss.

	Subject Area(s)
	Social Studies

	Grade Band(s)
	11-12(10-12)

	
	

	
	



	Learning Progression Alignment

	Strand
	Strand A -  Foundations of Data	Comment by Mahmoud Harding: I couldn't decide which was more appropriate. I'm leaning more towards Strand B
Foundational understanding of data, its origins, and the investigative process

Strand B - Creation and Curation
Understanding how data is created, collected, organized, and prepared for analysis, with attention to measurement, sampling, design, ethics, and data quality

	Substrand
	Substrand A3. Connecting Questions and Data
Understanding the dynamic and iterative relationship between questions and data: questions drive the search for and creation of data, and engaging with data generates new questions,a cycle that repeats throughout any investigation.

Substrand B1. Measurement
Developing skills in defining what to measure and how to measure it, understanding how measurement decisions shape the nature and quality of data produced.

	Concept
	A.3.2 Identifying Questions from Data
Examine available datasets and determine what questions could be addressed, recognizing the limitations and possibilities of the data,  including attention to data provenance: the source, conditions of collection, and decisions embedded in the dataset's creation.

B.1.1 Designing and Evaluating Measurements
Design and evaluate measurements that generate data about observed phenomena, recognizing that choices about what, how, and from whom to measure involve human and technological decisions with consequences for data quality. When working with data collected by others, attend to data provenance (the source, purpose, and conditions of the dataset's creation).

	Competency
	9-10
· Consider who or what was included in or excluded from a dataset's collection process, and evaluate how those decisions affect the conclusions that can reasonably be drawn.	Comment by Mahmoud Harding: For this I picked the competency I thought was the most aligned with the objectives of the lesson	Comment by Andrew Jones: _Marked as resolved_	Comment by Andrew Jones: _Re-opened_
Thanks!

11-12
· Evaluate measurement validity, reliability, and bias in data collection/production methods.	Comment by Mahmoud Harding: Strand B



	Tool(s)

	Type
	No-Code

	Tool
	None

	Programming Language
	N/A

	Other Tech Notes
	N/A




	Lesson Materials

	Dataset
	Boston Tea Party - Source 6 - The National Archives 

	Datasheet
	Boston Tea Party Datasheet

	Student Document(s) & File(s)
	· Student Handout
· Inflation calculator | Bank of England 
· Letter by Lt. Cl. Alexander Leslie
· Letter sent to Att. Gen. Sol. from Willian Legge

	Teacher Document(s) & File(s)
	· Teacher Answer Key
· Inflation calculator | Bank of England 
· Ten Facts About the American Economy in the 18th Century 
· The 5Vs for K–12 Framework for Data Evaluation 
· Boston Tea Party - Source 3 - The National Archives 
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	Lesson Plan

	Lesson Focus
	Students use an East India Company invoice and historical sources to investigate the economic impact of the Boston Tea Party, determine how costly the event was, and evaluate whether different groups experienced it as a loss.

	Content Objective(s)
	Students will be able to:
· Calculate the value of the tea destroyed during the Boston Tea Party and compare it to modern values and colonial wages.
· Identify stakeholder groups and explain how the event affected them differently.
· Evaluate the usefulness, reliability, and limitations of the invoice as historical evidence.
· Use quantitative and historical evidence to explain how costly the Boston Tea Party was and whether it was a loss for everyone.

	Prerequisite Knowledge & Skills
	Students do not need prior experience with the HIPP framework. Teachers should provide a brief introduction (5–8 minutes) using the Boston Tea Party invoice as an example of how historians evaluate historical evidence and data.

	Lesson Hook & Warm-up
	Teacher Facing

Display the invoice and ask students: “If this were the only evidence we had about the Boston Tea Party, what could we learn from it? What might we still need to know?”

Allow students to share observations and questions about the invoice, such as who created it, what information it contains, whether it can be trusted, and what information may be missing.

Introduce HIPP as a framework historians use to evaluate historical sources. Rather than presenting formal definitions first, connect each component directly to questions students can ask about the invoice:
Historical Context: What was happening at the time this invoice was created? How might the events of the Boston Tea Party have influenced this document?
Intended Audience: Who was this invoice created for? Who was expected to read or use it?
Purpose: Why was this invoice created? What was its intended function?
Point of View: How might the perspective of the East India Company influence the information included in the invoice?
Use brief student interactions such as turn-and-talks, quick checks for understanding, or asking students to restate ideas in their own words.
Teacher Emphasis
Emphasize that historians do more than collect evidence, they also evaluate sources. HIPP provides a framework for examining how a document's context, audience, purpose, and perspective influence what it can tell us about the past.
The invoice is being used to investigate how costly the Boston Tea Party was and whether everyone experienced the event as a loss. Before we can answer those questions, we need to consider how this document was created and what its limitations might be.
Use brief student interactions such as turn-and-talks, quick checks for understanding, or asking students to restate ideas in their own words.

Teacher Emphasis

Emphasize that historians do more than collect evidence, they also evaluate it. The 5Vs provide a guide for examining the strengths and limitations of historical data and determining how useful it is for answering historical questions.

The invoice is being used to investigate how costly the Boston Tea Party was and whether everyone experienced the event as a loss. Before we can answer those questions, we need to decide what this document can, and cannot, tell us.

	
	Student Facing
Examine the invoice with a partner. What do you notice? What do you wonder? What can this document tell us about the Boston Tea Party, and what might be missing?

	Lesson Details

	Activity 1: Investigating the Cost of the Boston Tea Party
	Teacher Facing

Say: “This invoice was created by the East India Company after the Boston Tea Party to document the tea that was destroyed and its value. We will use the invoice to determine how costly the event was.”

1. Calculate the total value of the tea destroyed using the invoice.
3,210 19s 0d + 3,203 6s 0d + 3,245 1s 4d = 9,659 6s 4d 
Note: 20 shillings (s) = £1

2. Convert the value into a modern equivalent using the provided currency calculator.

Today's value according to Inflation calculator | Bank of England: £1,293,023.74 


3. Compare the value to average colonial annual wages.

According to Ten Facts About the American Economy in the 18th Century the average annual income in 1774 was £13.85. It would have taken the typical colonist 9659 ÷ 13.85 = 690 years to earn this amount of money

Ask: “What does the value of the destroyed tea suggest about the economic impact of the Boston Tea Party?”
Potential Student Responses
· The tea was worth much more than I expected.
· The Boston Tea Party resulted in a huge financial loss for the Tea Company.
· The value helps explain why Britain responded strongly.
· The event had important economic consequences.
Teacher Emphasis

The invoice provides evidence of the economic impact of the Boston Tea Party. However, the value alone does not tell us how different people viewed the event. In the next activity, we will consider whether everyone experienced the Boston Tea Party as a loss.

	
	Student Facing

1. Calculate the total value of the tea destroyed using the invoice.
2. Convert the value into a modern equivalent using the provided currency calculator.
3. Compare the value to average colonial annual wages.


	Activity 2: Did Everyone Experience the Boston Tea PArty as a Loss?
	Teacher Facing:

Say: “The invoice shows that the Boston Tea Party resulted in a significant financial loss. However, historians must consider multiple perspectives. What is a loss for one group may be viewed differently by another."

Which group would be least concerned about the destruction of the tea: British Government, Sons of Liberty, Colonists, Smugglers and Independent Merchants? Use evidence from the invoice and historical context to support your answer.
Note: The Sons of Liberty were a colonial protest group that opposed British taxation and trade policies. They supported resistance to British rule and played a key role in organizing the Boston Tea Party.
· British Government (initially): The loss may have seemed small compared to the value of British trade with the colonies. They could also recover losses by punishing the colonies.
· Sons of Liberty: They may not have viewed the tea as a loss because the destruction was a deliberate act of protest against British policies.
· Some Colonists: They may have believed the political benefits of resisting British authority outweighed the economic cost.
· Smugglers and Independent Merchants: They may have benefited because destroying East India Company tea reduced competition and could increase demand for their own goods.
Teacher Emphasis: 

The invoice tells us how much tea was destroyed and how much it was worth, but it does not tell us how different groups interpreted the event. Historians must combine data and historical context to understand how different people experienced the same event.

Teacher Notes:
Note(s): 
· The Sons of Liberty were a colonial protest group that opposed British taxation and trade policies. They supported resistance to British rule and played a key role in organizing the Boston Tea Party.
· The Tea Act made East India Company tea cheaper than much of the tea sold by colonial merchants and smugglers, creating competition for their businesses.

	
	Student Facing
Which group would be least concerned about the destruction of the tea: British Government, Sons of Liberty, Colonists, Smugglers and Independent Merchants? Use evidence from the invoice and historical context to support your answer.

	Activity 3: Evaluating the Invoice with the 5Vs
	Teacher Facing

Say: "We have used the invoice to estimate the financial cost of the Boston Tea Party and considered how different groups may have viewed the event. Before we use this evidence to make historical claims, we should ask: How useful and reliable is this invoice?"
Historical Context
· The invoice was created shortly after the Boston Tea Party.
· It documents tea that was destroyed during a period of growing conflict between Britain and the American colonies.
Intended Audience
· The invoice was likely created for East India Company officials and British authorities.
· It was intended for people responsible for tracking losses and responding to the event.
Purpose
· The invoice was created to document the quantity and value of the tea that was destroyed.
· It may have been used to support claims for compensation or justify a response to the event.
Point of View
· The invoice reflects the perspective of the East India Company.
· Because the company lost valuable property, the document focuses on the financial losses rather than the motivations of the colonists.
Teacher Emphasis
· The invoice provides strong evidence about the economic impact of the Boston Tea Party.
· However, it reflects the perspective and purpose of the East India Company and does not fully explain the political motivations, reactions, or consequences of the event.

	
	Student Facing

Use the HIPP framework to evaluate the invoice:  Use the table below as a guide:


	HIPP Component
	Questions to Consider

	Historical Context
	What was happening when this invoice was created? 

How might the events of the Boston Tea Party have influenced this document?

	Intended Audience
	Who was this invoice created for? 

Who was expected to read or use it?

	Purpose
	Why was this invoice created? 

What was its intended function?

	Point of View
	How might the perspective of the East India Company influence the information included in the invoice?




	Activity 4: Constructing a Historical Argument
	Teacher Facing

Say: “Historians use evidence to make claims. They also evaluate the strengths and limitations of their evidence. Use what you learned from the invoice, historical sources, and the 5Vs to develop your argument.”

Write a paragraph using evidence from the invoice and historical sources to explain how costly the Boston Tea Party was and whether everyone experienced the event as a loss.
You should:
· Use at least one quantitative piece of evidence from the invoice.
· Reference at least one stakeholder group.
· Use evidence from at least one of the following historical sources
· Letter by Lt. Col. Alexander Leslie 
· Letter sent to Att. Gen. Sol. from Willian Legge
· Explain how the invoice supports and limits their conclusions.

Student responses will vary

	
	Student Facing

Write a well-developed paragraph using evidence from the invoice and historical sources to explain how costly the Boston Tea Party was and whether everyone experienced the event as a loss.
You should:
· Use at least one quantitative piece of evidence from the invoice.
· Reference at least one stakeholder group.
· Use evidence from at least one of the following historical sources
· Letter by Lt. Col. Alexander Leslie 
· Letter sent to Att. Gen. Sol. from Willian Legge
· Explain how the invoice supports and limits their conclusions.

	Lesson Synthesis
	Teacher Facing
Ask: “Based on the evidence you examined, was the Boston Tea Party primarily a financial loss, a political victory, or both? Explain.”

Potential Student Responses
· The Boston Tea Party was both a financial loss and a political victory. The East India Company lost valuable tea, but the Sons of Liberty achieved their goal of protesting British policies.
· The East India Company experienced a financial loss, but many colonists viewed the event as a successful act of resistance.
· Different groups experienced the event differently. What was a loss for the East India Company may have been a benefit for the Sons of Liberty.

	
	Student Facing
Based on the evidence you examined, was the Boston Tea Party primarily a financial loss, a political victory, or both? Explain.
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