The Boston Tea Party
How Costly Was the Boston Tea Party? To Whom?

Name: _______________________________

Part 1: Investigating the Cost of the Boston Tea Party

Source 1: East India Company Invoice (1774)

This invoice was created by the East India Company after the Boston Tea Party to document the tea that was destroyed and its value.

Note: See the datasheet for details (Boston Tea Party Datasheet)

Ship: Dartmouth

	Tea Variety
	Chests
	Lbs
	Price/lb
	£ (Pounds)
	s (Shillings)
	d (Pence)

	Bohea
	80
	28,161
	2s
	2,816
	2
	–

	Singlo (1st sort)
	20
	1,596
	2s 8d
	212
	16
	–

	Hyson
	5
	370
	5s
	92
	10
	–

	Souchong
	4
	276
	3s
	41
	8
	–

	Congou
	5
	428
	2s 3d
	48
	3
	–




Ship: Eleanor

	Tea Variety
	Chests
	Lbs
	Price/lb
	£ (Pounds)
	s (Shillings)
	d (Pence)

	Bohea
	80
	28,094
	2s
	2,809
	8
	–

	Singlo (hys. skins)
	20
	1,389
	3s
	208
	7
	–

	Hyson
	5
	384
	5s
	96
	–
	–

	Souchong
	4
	270
	3s
	40
	10
	–

	Congou
	5
	436
	2s 3d
	49
	1
	–




Ship: Beaver

	Tea Variety
	Chests
	Lbs
	Price/lb
	£ (Pounds)
	s (Shillings)
	d (Pence)

	Bohea
	80
	28,625
	2s
	2,862
	10
	–

	Singlo (1st sort)
	20
	1,637
	2s 8d
	218
	5
	4

	Hyson
	5
	380
	5s
	95
	–
	–

	Congou
	5
	432
	2s 3d
	48
	12
	–

	Souchong
	2
	138
	3s
	20
	14
	–





1. Calculate the total value of the tea destroyed.


2. Use the provided currency calculator to determine the approximate value today. Inflation calculator | Bank of England	



3. The average annual colonial income was approximately £13.85. About how many years would a typical colonist have needed to earn the value of the destroyed tea?




4. What does the value of the destroyed tea suggest about the economic impact of the Boston Tea Party?



5. What can this invoice tell us about the Boston Tea Party?



6. What information does the invoice not provide?



Part 2: Did Everyone Experience the Boston Tea Party as a Loss?

Use the invoice and the historical sources provided by your teacher.

Background

The Sons of Liberty were a colonial protest group that opposed British taxation and trade policies and played a key role in organizing the Boston Tea Party.

Stakeholder Analysis

	Group
	Loss, Benefit, or Both?
	Evidence

	East India Company
	
	





	British Government
	
	





	Sons of Liberty
	
	





	Colonists
	
	





	Smugglers and Independent Merchants
	
	







Discussion Question

Which group would be least concerned about the destruction of the tea: British Government, Sons of Liberty, Colonists, or Smugglers and Independent Merchants? Use evidence from the invoice and historical context to support your answer.

Part 3: Evaluating the Invoice with the 5Vs

Use the invoice to evaluate its usefulness as historical evidence.

	HIPP Component
	Questions to Consider
	Response

	Historical Context
	What was happening when this invoice was created? 

How might the events of the Boston Tea Party have influenced this document?
	

	Intended Audience
	Who was this invoice created for? 

Who was expected to read or use it?
	

	Purpose
	Why was this invoice created? 

What was its intended function?
	

	Point of View
	How might the perspective of the East India Company influence the information included in the invoice?
	




Reflection

1. How useful is the invoice for understanding the Boston Tea Party?



2. What additional evidence would historians need?




Part 4: Constructing a Historical Argument

Question: How costly was the Boston Tea Party? To whom?

Writing Task

Write a paragraph using evidence from the invoice and historical sources to explain how costly the Boston Tea Party was and whether everyone experienced the event as a loss.

Your paragraph should:

· Include at least one quantitative piece of evidence from the invoice.
· Reference at least one stakeholder group.
· Use evidence from at least one historical source.
· Explain one strength or limitation of the invoice as historical evidence.













Based on the evidence you examined, was the Boston Tea Party primarily a financial loss, a political victory, or both? Explain.

